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       By Hemant Shukla, JD-IEC & Yogesh Vaishnav, Youth Consultant, GSACS  

 

orld AIDS Day was  observed on December 1,2009, by Gujarat State AIDS 
control Society (GSACS) at Divya Party Plot, Vadoda ra, in collaboration 
with UNICEF, District Health Office, District AIDS Prevention & Control 

Unit, Baroda Citizen Council, Shroff Foundation Trus t, Vikas Jyot Trust and 
Pratikar Trust.  The state level observance, organi zed under the aegis of State 
Department of Health & Family Welfare, was a vibran t affair with a strong 
participation of  the stakeholders. District level celebrations were organized  all 
over Gujarat, with much gusto by District Health Of fices and  District AIDS 
Prevention & Control Units.  

Following the wide coverage In print, radio and TV media, which was thanks to 
the impact of the press conference addressed by Shr i Jayanarayan Vyas, Hon’ble 
Minister of Health & Family Welfare, at Ahmedabad, on the  eve of the World AIDS 
Day, thousands of people  had thronged the venue of   the state level programme 
organized at Vadodara, right from early morning. 

The Youth Convention of Vadodara District  saw part icipation of thousands of 
youths between the age group of 15 and 30 from the rural areas and the other 
high prevalence zones of the state. Over 4,000 peopl e, including functionaries 
from IRHAP 7 Link Workers’ scheme, villagers, non-p rofit organization, media and 
students from colleges and schools attended the pro gram.  

The event, which  also included district level conv ention of youth from Vadodara, 
started at 10:00 am, with Shri Parbatbhai Patel, Ho n’b’e Minister of State for 
Health, releasing white and red balloons symbolizing  peace and unity for the 
cause of prevention of HIV/AIDS. The programme bega n with a prayer song, 
performed by a student of Nataraj Dance Academy, fo llowed by the lighting of the 
auspicious lamp by all the dignitaries on stage, vi z. Shri Parbatbhai Patel, Shri 
Rajesh Kishor, Principal Secretary (Medical Service s & Education), Smt V L Joshi, 
Principal Secretary (Health & Family Welfare) & Com missioner of Health & Project 
Director (GSACS),  Dr Y N Mathur, Chief, UNICEF pro ject Office, Gujarat, and Shri 
Vijay Nehra, District Collector.  
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The red ribbon symbolizing the ���������	  of people living with 
�� /
���  was signed 
by one and all present there to show their support towards the cause. This 
campaign, carried out throughout the day, gathered more than 1000 signatures at 
the end. 

In his inaugural address, Shri Parbatbhai Patel app ealed to the masses to get 
sensitized about issues related to prevention and c ontrol of HIV/ AIDS. He pointed 
out that majority of cases of HIV and AIDS were see n among the women and the 
youth. He blamed faulty the eating habits, malnutri tion, unprotected sexual 
relationships and unhygienic blood donations as the  main sources of HIV/AIDS. 

Shri Rajesh Kishor, PS (Medical Education & service s), highly impressed with the 
large assembly, stated that, if the unity and suppo rt, as evident from the electric 
presence of the youth at the function, is maintaine d throughout the nation, 
ridding the country of AIDS will not be too difficu lt. He said that technology will 
sooner or later definitely bring  about a cure for this deadly virus, but it is the 
network amongst the people which can counteract the  social dogmas.  
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Speaking on the occasion, Dr Y N Mathur expressed h is gratitude and amazement 
at the humungous crowd gathered at the function. He  emphasized on the 
importance of ‘Yuva’ for the implications and the s pread of the message for 
prevention of AIDS. He said that the prevention of AIDS was no rocket science. 
He felt that we could have a society completely fre e of this social evil. only if the 
main causes of  HIVAIDS  were known and the simple preventive steps were 
taken 

The programme also saw sharing of experiences by tw o peer educators, viz. Shri 
Arpan Patel  from Vikas Jyot Trust  and  Shri Dhanp at Bhai from Pratikar Trust. 
During the felicitation of star performers, various  individuals and institutes were 
awarded trophies and certificates by the  eminent p ersonalities present on the 
dais. Also, sports kits were distributed to several  youths during the function. 

During the programme, separate facilities were arra nged for male and female 
individuals for  free and confidential counseling a nd testing for HIV/AIDS and 
STDs. Also, camps were organized for  voluntary blo od donations. 

At the district level, similar function were organi zed, under the leadership of  
dignitaries like MPs, MLAs, President of District P anchayat, District Collectors 
and DDOs . Rallies, competitions, lecturers and oth er activities were organized by 
Red Ribbon Clubs, ICTCs and TI Partners to make peo ple aware about  HIV/AIDS 
and mobilize the people against HIV/AIDS. 
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Health Minister’s Media Conference 

Making a presentation during the media conference at Ahmedabad, on the eve of World AIDS Day, on 

interventions undertaken during the year 2009-10, by Gujarat State AIDS Control Society, Shri Jayanarayan Vyas, Hon’ble 

Minister for Health & Family Welfare, stated that, by October, 2009, the following progress was achieved in the state:  

�  The total coverage of High Risk population was 1, 14,852. A total of 109 Non-Government Organization 

(NGOs) of were functional. 

�  The total blood collection during the year was 403756 units, of which voluntary donation was 3, 05,879 units 

(75.7 percent.) 

�  The total number of patients attended at 179 STD Clinics (70 Govt. Clinics and 109 Clinics run by NGOs) was 

6,44,971, out of which 70,349 were treated for Sexually Transmitted Diseases.   

�  A total of  2,66,130 clients were tested for HIV, out of which, 8,972 persons were positive.                                      

�  A total of  2,42,560 pregnant women were registered, out of which 2,20,912 women were tested for HIV and 

551 women found positive.  The number of positive deliveries during the period was 444, while the number of 

live births was 303. Nevirapine was provided to 278 Mother-Baby Pairs. �

�  The total number of patients ever registered at 9 ART Centers was 34,800, out of which 19,180 patients had 

started treatment at ART centre. A total of 12,679 patients were alive and taking treatment on ART. �

�  Gujarat was the pioneer of initiating the Link ART centers in the country. In the state, there were 16 Link ART 

centers, viz.  Godhara, Deesa, Bhuj, Himmatnagar, Junagadh, Amreli, Porbandar, Gandhinagar, Patan, Petlad, 

Nadiad, Navsari, Valsad, Bharuch Dahod and Silvasa. �
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