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edical fraternity worldwide agrees that human blood is a unique natural drug that has no alternative. In critical emergencies, e.g. major surgeries or accidents, timely transfusion of compatible human blood often saves lives. But availability of compatible blood is far from universal. For improving availability of quality blood across the state, the Blood Safety & Quality Assurance (BS & QA) Division at Gujarat State AIDS Control Society (GSACS) has been implementing several strategic interventions. For large scale demand, large scale supply is needed. Since the only source of blood is voluntary donation by healthy individuals, endeavours are made to motivate more and more people to come forward and donate their blood. Repeat voluntary blood donations are encouraged by making fervent appeals through advertisements displayed prominently through hoardings at strategic locations and hospitals in urban areas as well as back-panels on state and city transport buses. This has significantly improved availability of quality blood at the accredited Blood Banks for patients in critical need across the state.
With the objective of achieving universal availability of quality blood in urban as well as rural areas in the state in 2009-10, BS & QA at GSACS adopted a multi-pronged approach, consisting of decentralization of training of technical personnel, promotion of all Blood Banks to get NABH accreditation, preparation of guidelines & hand-book for blood bank documents and checking of the working for HIV testing at all the five state reference laboratories.
. 
First, the training programmes were decentralized. Consequently, all the 6 RDD zones were entrusted with the responsibility of arranging 2- day training workshops for Laboratory Technicians and Officers of all the Blood Banks affiliated to them. This included theory and practical training also. In addition to this CMI for clinicians of that zone was also organized for rational use of blood and its components. More than 250 participants took the training and more than 500 clinicians attended the CMI. Evaluation of 66 laboratory technicians trained under the program found that the results were very satisfactory. Similarly, a total of 809 organizers of voluntary blood donation camps were trained in the RDD regions of department of Health & Family Welfare.
The second step was to urge upon all the blood banks to get NABH accreditation. Government of Gujarat decided to start with 5 Blood Banks attached to Government Colleges at Jamnagar, Vadodara, Surat, Bhavnagar and Rajkot. The Blood Bank at B J Medical ollege, Ahmedabad already has NABH accreditation. The Blood Bank attached to Government Medical College, Surat, has already submitted the application for pre-assessment, while the Blood Banks attached to Government Medical Colleges at Bhavnagar and Vadodara are expected to submit their applications by the end of June, 2010. The Blood Banks attached to Government Medical Colleges at Jamnagar and Rajkot are striving hard to submit their application before the deadline, i.e. 31st March 2011. At present, IHBT Dept. BJ Medical College Ahmedabad, HELP Laboratory Ahmedabad, Supratech Laboratory Ahmedabad and A.D Gorwala Blood Bank at Shri Krishna Hospital, Karamsad are already having NABH Accreditation. 
The third step was starting of preparation of the guidelines and hand-book for Blood Bank documents and registers to be maintained under the provisions of the act. This will ensure that all the Blood Banks in the state will have uniform documents and registers. Similarly, a hand-book has been prepared for blood storage centres for the same purpose.

The fourth step was checking of the working for HIV testing at for external quality assurance system and ensuring good quality output for which visits were undertaken to all the five state reference laboratories viz. B.J. Medical College and V.S Hospital & Municipal Medical College at Ahmedabad, M.P. Shah Medical College, Jamnagar, Government Medical College, SSG Hospital, Vadodara and Government Medical College, New Civil Hospital, Surat.
Observance of World Blood Donation Day

 On 1st October, 2009, a state level observance of World Blood Donation Day was organized at Arya Bhatt Hall, L.D. Engineering College Ahmedabad. A unique feature of the program was Rakta-Rath-Yatra or Blood-Banks-On-Wheels, were highly appreciated by the visiting dignitaries. More than 300 persons comprising of camp organizers, volunteers, invitees from different sectors of the society and Government attended the function with enthusiasm.
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Thirteen camp organizers from different corners of the state, who had been instrumental in collection of more than 1000 units in 2008, were felicitated with trophies by Shri Ravi Saxena Principal Secretary, Dr. Shri Amarjit Singh, Commissioner and Dr. Shri Mukesh Puri, Mission Director. A total of 14681 units were collected from 182 camps organized for the occasion in various parts of the state. 
Strategies for 2010-11

 There is an extant myth that 1% population donating blood is sufficient to meet all the requirements of blood. While Gujarat is the only Indian state to have achieved the requirement, it has raised the bar for 2010-11. Concerted efforts have been mounted to increase voluntary donation up to 1.5 to 2 % of its population, i.e. 8.5 to 11 lakh units from the existing collection of 7 lakh units in the state. All DAPCUs are instructed to continue promoting voluntary blood donation which in the state has been 81% in the quarter Jan-March, 2010. They are expected to ensure at least 4 VBD camps at the same venue through active involvement of all the field units to promote voluntary blood donations with an emphasis on repeat donations.
In 2009-10, Gujarat recorded a total collection of 7, 06,954 units in 5987camps organized with the support of its various stakeholders at grass-root levels. We are committed to replicate the achievement and, also, endeavour to improve upon last year’s performance by ensuring that promotional activities are conducted throughout the year in accordance with the requirement of blood for all chronic conditions, besides the obstetric/surgical indications/road traffic accidents etc

World Blood Donors’ Day is celebrated on 14th June every year. This year the same will be celebrated at state level. The week from 12th June to 19th June will be celebrated at district and taluka levels by different agencies to promote repeat voluntary blood donation camps, workshops and seminars.  
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